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Foreigners at the labour market – Hot topic of last months

During the period of 2006 – 2008, in the time of prosperity, the number of new migrant workers in the Czech Republic increased in tens of thousands. With the economic crisis and the consequent loss of working positions, the number of newcomers started to decrease, but also the situation of those foreigners already living and working in our country started to deteriorate. New problems at the labour market, for example discrimination, pressure towards illegal employment, exploitation, forced labour and overall social exclusion, are often beyond their possible solutions. The employment of foreigners in many cases went adrift of Czech laws and state control and many intermediairies have launched a nontransparent business with the cheap labour force. They take advantage of the fact that foreigners neither have all the necessary sources of information about the possibilities of the cooperation with NGOs and state labour services and nor know how to defend themselves from being exploited by the employers.

Indeed, legal employment is one of the conditions of successful integration of foreigners into the society and it is in the interest of the state and the society to encourage it. The Association for Integration and Migration, a non-profit organisation, decided to respond to this problem and the necessity of its clients and customers and received financial support from the European Social Fund, Operational Programme Human Resources and Employment, aiming at foreigners at the labour market. The project “Increasing the role of NGOs in the social integration of labour migrants in the Czech Republic“ was launched at the beginning of this year and will run until the end of the year 2012, and is open to all persons from the target group from all over the country. 
Thanks to this support the foreigners today are not left alone with the problems of integration into the labour market and they can contact the organization for help with applying their rights, resisting the exploitation by various agents and facilitating the communication with the state institutions. The aim of the project is to contribute to the settlement of distorted labour market and to support foreigners in their integration into the society and prevent them from many times very painful forms of social exclusion. 
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The organization provides free legal and social counseling.

In this context, the Association for Integration and Migration got inspired from abroad and established cooperation with a respected Austrian organization ZeMIT and well-known Portuguese organization SOLIM, which both have rich experience dealing with the same problems in their countries.

Association for Integration and Migration has also decided to touch upon the topic, which is generally known, but is still kept away from open public debates – female foreigners from third countries often work in Czech households as maids, babysitters or governesses. This is a very special, by its nature, new segment of labour market and the phenomenon of recent years, which is incomprehensibly tolerated by our society. Not many people are aware of the fact that these migrant women are often forced to work illegally and are unfortunately often also exposed to physical violence or sexual harassment. Many times they stand the abuse being afraid of loosing their work and in many cases they are actually in the position of modern slaves and maids and need urgent help. These women than can also address Association for Integration and Migration with a request for legal advice or social counseling. The burden is so powerful that it deserves a separate campaign to show women working in households their rights and the possibilities of their defense. This campaign will fully start up in July of this year.
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Illustrative photo

Contact: Pavla Hradečná, project coordinator

hradecna@refug.cz, tel 224 224 379

www.uprchlici.cz

This document was created under the project "Increasing the role of NGOs in the social integration of labour migrants in the Czech Republic", financed by the European Social Fund through the Operational Program Human Resources and Employment and the Czech Republic state budget. The project is implemented by the Association for Integration and Migration. International project partners are Solidariedade Imigrante and  Zentrum für MigrantInnen Tirol.
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