INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION PROCEDURE - HOW IT WORKS

An international protection procedure starts when you submit your application to the police or Ministry of Interior. The application is followed by an interview. There can be more than one interview. During the
procedure you should be especially aware that:

* you have the right to have an interpreter for a language you are able to easily communicate in

¢ if you assume that an interpreter is not interpreting your words correctly, don’t be scared to inform a person conducting the interview

¢ if you do not understand anything, do not hesitate to ask for an explanation

* during the procedure, do not provide any statements that are not true or do not precisely correspond with your situation

* do not sign anything that you do not understand and that was not translated to you

During interviews it is important to provide true reasons for leaving your country of origin and not provide false personal data. Do not repeat stories that you heard from other people that do not correspond
with your personal experience and have no connection with real reasons why you left your country. If you have documents or other evidence proving your story, provide these to the ministry. If you do
not have such documents with you but you can get them soon, tell the workers of the Ministry. You have a right to inspect your file at the Ministry during the whole procedure and to add documents proving your
story. All information that you provide to the Ministry of Interior as well as the fact that you applied for an international protection in the Czech Republic is confidential, and cannot be disclosed
to the authorities in your country of origin.

A procedure at the Ministry of Interior before the decision is issued is the most important part of the whole international protection process. Therefore, it is important that you are active
and come for interviews upon the invitation of the Ministry. You can follow the situation in your country of origin for example, via the internet, and add relevant documents to the file. These documents do not
have to be translated into Czech.

A

SUBSIDIARY PROTECTION
If the ministry does not find out grounds for granting
- refugee status, such an applicant can be granted
. subsidiary protection if the ministry finds that the
person would face any of these conditions upon
return to the country of origin: danger of imposition
: of capital punishment or enforcement of capital
. punishment, torture or inhuman or degrading treatment
. or punishment, serious threat to life or human dignity
by reason of indiscriminate violence in situations of
international or internal armed conflict, or if the alien’s

ASYLUM - REFUGEE STATUS

A person who proves that he/she was persecuted in his/
her country of origin will be recognized as a refugee and
will get refugee status.

Reasons for granting refugee status are as
follows: Persecution for pursuing political rights and
freedoms and/or a person who has a well founded :
fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, gender, DEPARTURE
religion, nationality, membership of a particular . FROM CZ
social group or for holding certain political opinions -
in the country of his/her origin, or in the case of a

:  APPLICATION DECLINED (1. NEGATIVE)

< Your application for granting international protection is
declined and you are given a so called “negative”.

................. o

(repatriation)

<

stateless person, in the country of his/her former Ic?;i\g';ﬁot::Oii:ztrcyzgfﬁget;i;;ntrary to international

ermanent residence. . : .

P Another reason for aranting refugee status is = S " *tsteeessesessssssantttttettttttnttttsnntcctnnccnns : Subsidiary protection can also be granted for  :

e . 9 9 9 . < ¢ ¢ the reunification of family members (spouse, minor or

for the reunification of family members (spouse, minor : APPEAL Do arent), for whom the status was already granted :
or parent), for whom the status was already granted. : P ’ v9 ’

It is possible to appeal a negative decision (or part
of the decision in case of granted subsidiary protection
and denied asylum) to the regional court. The appeal
has to be sent to the court according to your official
. address.
©000000000000000000000000000tettsssssssccssssssssssssss o NGO lawyers can help you to write an appeal
as well as represent you during the procedure at the
ministry or regional court. NGO lawyers, after studying
your case, will provide you with appropriate advice and
help.

Subsidiary protection is granted for a limited
time period and after expiration, the situation is re-
examined to see if there are still reasons for subsidiary
protection. If the ministry finds out that there is still
danger in the country of origin, the subsidiary protection
is prolonged. It is necessary to apply for the extension
within 30 days prior to the expiration of the period for
which the subsidiary protection is granted.

The final reason is for so called humanitarian
grounds. There is no legal right to gain humanitarian
asylum. It is up to the ministry to recognize that there
are substantial humanitarian grounds.

It is possible to appeal the decision by which you
were granted subsidiary protection and not granted
the date that the decision of the ministry was given to asylum. You may appeal the part of the decision
you. If you obtained the decision in an administrative concerning not being granted asylum. Subsidiary
detention, reception center at the airport, or your . | protection, which was granted to you, is not revoked
application was denied as unfounded, you have to but you are once again in the process of granting
appeal the decision within 7 days. international protection.

It is necessary to explain where the ministry
made mistakes in the decision and which statements

The appeal has to be filed within 15 days of

If you do not appeal against that part of the decision

you do not agree with in the appeal. The statements . by which you were not granted asylum, you are
written in the appeal are crucial for the procedure at the
- court.

becoming an alien to whom subsidiary protection
was granted.

REVERSED DECISION OF MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (POSITIVE)

The Court revokes the decision and returns the case to the Ministry of interior for further
proceedings. This takes you back to the initial level of the procedure. However, it does not mean
that the Ministry has to grant you asylum or subsidiary protection. Therefore, it is necessary for you
to actively participate in the procedure.

APPEAL DISMISSED (2.NEGATIVE)

. The Court dismisses appeal. In such a case, you can file a cassation complaint to the
. Highest Administrative Court in Brno within two weeks of the date when you received the  :
: judgment. :

CASSATION COMPLAINT

You have to be represented by a lawyer (attorney) who is a member of the Bar association at the hearing of the Highest Administrative Court.
If you do not have enough money, you have to file the cassation complaint and ask the court to assign you a pro bono attorney. The Court will send you a
questionnaire concerning your financial situation and based on this information, decides about your request. The court sends you the address of the attorney.
You should contact the attorney and supplement the cassation complaint.

ATTENTION: The Highest Administrative Court contacts only your attorney during the procedure. When your attorney obtains a judgment, your
toleration stay visa expires even though the date of expiration on your visa is later! Therefore it is important to be in touch with your attorney and if you
change your address, inform him/her about it. You have to be sure that your attorney will inform you about judgment and send you the copy of the judgment.

DEPARTURE FROM CZ

(repatriation)

DISMISSAL (REFUSAL) OF A CASSATION COMPLAINT (3.NEGATIVE)

The court dismisses or refuses your cassation complaint. It is the final decision in your
international protection procedure and it is the end of your toleration stay visa.

REVERSED JUDGMENT OF A REGIONAL COURT (POSITIVE)

* The court acknowledges your cassation complaint, revokes the judgment of a regional court,
and returns your case back to a regional court. Your toleration stay visa expires, you have to
visit the department on asylum and migration policy (OAMP), and the international protection
: procedure continues.

DEPARTURE FROM CZ

(repatriation)
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The Association for Integration
and Migration

Baranova 33

130 00 Prague 3

tel: (+420) 224 224 379
fax: (+420) 224 239 455
mob: (+420) 603 547 450
mob: (+420) 605 253 994

www.migrace.com
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INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION
PROCEDURE IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

This leaflet is financed from the project “Legal
counselling to international protection seekers”
supported from the European Refugee Fund.



